
Born in May 2004, Stevie Tailor Cheramie is the beautiful child of Angel and 
Shawn Cheramie, who live in Lafayette, La. Stevie is a special little girl who 
enjoys singing, dancing, cooking, swimming and loves playing princess. Her 
favorite colors are pink, purple, and blue. Playing with her zhu zhu pets and 
doing her very own art projects are often a part of her day.

God blessed her with a strong will and a passionate personality. These 
character traits will serve her well as she faces a tremendous challenge to 
overcome a terrible disease. Today, Stevie is facing a huge challenge from a 
life-threatening brain cancer.

On July 15, 2009 Stevie was diagnosed with a brain tumor known as Medul-
loblastoma, a malignant cancer. The discovery of Stevie’s illness came 
without many symptoms. She mentioned times that her head hurt, pointing 
to the front of her head and occasionally told us she had trouble seeing the 
television. A visit to her pediatrician led her to an eye exam. 

The pediatric opthamoligist at Lafayette Family Eye Care noticed a slight 
irritation on her optic nerve, causing a loss of vision. Out of caution, he 
ordered an MRI test, which identi�ed the presence of a large growth. This 
�rst step probably saved her life. The MRI
clearly revealed a plum-sized tumor at the base of her brain. Angel & Shawn 
took her to Herman Memorial Children’s Hospital at the Texas Medical Center 

in Houston. Upon viewing the MRI, Stevie was immediately scheduled for brain surgery. 

The surgery lasted more than eight hours and removed the majority of the tumor in Stevie’s brain. Following surgery, 
Stevie remained in ICU for eight days. The pressure in her brain caused a second operation to install a shunt, or small tube, 
from the brain area into her abdomen to regulate the cranial pressure. 

Once it had been determined that the shunt procedure was successful, Stevie underwent a treatment program involving 
six weeks of daily radiation. Each day, she was sedated and precision proton radiation techniques were used to destroy 
selected cancer cells. She also underwent a 15-minute small dose of chemotherapy treatment each day before radiation.

Following the period of radiation treatment, she is currently undergoing a year of inpatient chemo. Stevie’s chemo treat-
ment began at MD Anderson in Houston. 

The challenges were many for Stevie, her friends and family. The distance from home made the travel a di�cult challenge. 
Support from others was di�cult.  The trip to and from Houston, a trip that normally takes 3 ½ hours, could take twice the 
time. 

Finding Dr. Ammar Morad was a wonderful gift. Dr. Morad is the pediatric hematologist and oncologist at Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital in Lafayette. Dr. Morad’s professional knowledge and wonderful support team helped make the 
decision to move the treatment protocol to Lafayette.
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